INTRODUCTION
Orchidaceae is one of the few largest plant families, consisting of very fascinating and colourful flowers.
They have a wide ecological range and their growth is closely co-related to environmental conditions. The are about 24,000 species in the world (Hawkes, 1965) usually restricted to the humid forests of tropical countries, chiefly on trees and rocks, However, many are terrestrial, inhabiting damp woods and grassy slopes, almost all the members of this family range from epiphytic herbs which are rather selective to saprophytic herbs which prefer acidic soils. Some orchids also grow under extreme climatic conditions. In India, the family is represented by over 131 genera and 956 species, concentrated chiefly in the Himalayas, north-East region and peninsular India, the rate of endemism in the peninsular India is 11%. The genus Habenaria and Bulbophyllum, are followed by Dendrobium, Oberonia and Eria with the highest representation of the endemic species in peninsular India (Ahmedullah & Nayar, 1987) .
The native population, particularly in high altitudes in different parts of south India in one way or another makes use of some orchids to treat ailments and to season their food. Some of these, belong to the genus Aerides, Bulbophyllum, Cymbidium, Eulophia, Habenaria, Pholidota, Vanda and Zeuxine providing some essential therapeutic compounds to cure different ailments. The present study reports that the fresh plants or rhizoem are widely used to sure common diseases such as ear pain stomach pain, leucoderma, whooping cough and finger absuss.
Ethnobotanical studies were conducted in ethnically different groups in Northern circars (Srikakulam, Vizianagaram and Visakhapatnam districts), godavari valley (Adilabad, East godavari, Karim Nagar Khammam, Warrangal and west Godavari districts) and Nallamalais (Kurnool, Mabhoobnagar and prakasam districts) of Andhra Pradesh and southern western ghats of Anamalai hills, nilgiris and Tirunelveli hills of Tamil Nadu this has resulted in the collection of 9 orchids spreadout I the forests and their appropriate season of collection . These species are recommended for phytochemical/ pharmacological studies.
METHODOLOGY pages 10 -14
The data presented here are the outcome of a series of extensive and intensive exploration trips conducted over a period of six years. The information on the orchids used, more of application and dosage was gathered from knowledgeable inhabitants and these were cross-checked, critically analysed and documented. Every attempt was made to prepare voucher specimens. Besides, local names was collected. There are found to vary from place to place and tribe to bribe. All the specimens collected were identified in MH with the help of floras, recent monographs and revisions.
ENUMERATION
Genera and species are arranged in alphabetical order, Descriptions of plants follows set order -name of the species, includes original citation of correct name followed by sunonyms if any, thereby facilitating relevant botanical references, followed by local name(s); of the tribe (s) who use them a brief description of the species, habitat distribution and information on uses. Flowers in simple racemes, longer than the leaves, pinkish white, shaded with darker pink often fragrant. Fairly common in moist deciduous, semi-evergreen forests and grasslands, 300-600m.
Aerides crispum
Uses: Plants powdered, boiled in neem oil, filtered and 2 to 3 drops poured into ears once during night for 3 days to cure pain and ear deafness. An epiphpytic herbs; pseudobulbs globularconical , to 4cm tall. Leaves narrowly elliptic to broadly oblong. Flowers in racemes, many flowered, erect, brownishyellow or greenish purple, lip entire or toothed auricles; scape stout, shorter or longer than the leaf. Fairly common in the western Ghats, Konkan-Karnataka region, travancore and Nilgiris, 800-1000m.
Bulbophyllum neilgherrense

Uses:
The bulbs and leaves ground into fine paste mixed with cow's milk, orally administered for leucoderma. Gamble, F1 Madras 1436 . 1928 (repr.ed 3: 1004 . 1957 . Epidendrum aloifolium L., Sp. Pl. 1350. 1753. Cymbidium bicolor Hook f., Fl Brit India 6: 11.1980-" MANU RAMA,U", "PEDDA VAJOMOJLA"
Cymbidium aloifolium (L) Sw in Nova
An epiphytic herb; pseudobulb 4-5 cm long. Ovoid. Leaves linear-oblong, 30-60 x 2-3.75 cm. Scapes and racemes 20-50 cm long, erect below, decurved above, flowers yellowish red, lateral lobes motted with brown-purple, In all hilly tracks, in semievergreen and moist deciduous forests, to 1200m.
pages 10 -14 Uses: The aerial roots made into paste and plastered tightly on fractured bones by Koyas. Uses: Rhizome paste mixed with castor oil (Ricinus communis) and applied on boils appear near groin of males by palliyan and the same applied on breast of feeding mother to control pain due to milk clotting by palliyan. A tuberous terrestrial herbs, 25-35 cm tall. Leaves orbicular, thick 3-5 in a rosette, adpressed to the ground, dark green to glauous, waxy. Flowers pure white in densely clustered at tip of a long erect peduncles. Endemic to the south Deccan. Rare in scrub jungles to 8700m, often sheltered inside thorny hushes or on the thin layer of soil by exposed rocks. Common in poor dry soil, in scrub under light cover.
Eulophia epidendraea (Koen
Habenaria plantaginea
Uses: tuber extract mixed with sugar (Saccharum officinarum) and taken orally for cooling effect by lambidis.
